
- COURSE SYLLABUS -  
PK-5 GENERAL MUSIC PEDAGOGICAL CONSIDERATIONS  

AND PORTFOLIO DEVELOPMENT  
 
 
COURSE DATES:  June 24-27; 9:00 am to 4:30 pm  
CREDITS:  2 credits        
INSTRUCTOR:      Terri Felton, Continuing Education Director 
                                Wisconsin School Music Association 

        608-850-3566 Ð tfelton@wsmamusic.org 
 
DESCRIPTION: 
In this four-day workshop, participants will begin to design effective planning of 
instruction for an audience of elementary level students. Pedagogical approaches specific 
to elementary general music instruction will be developed within the context of content 
standards and the Wisconsin Teaching Standards.  
 
Participants will also receive necessary PI 34 background information to guide them 
toward the creation of a teaching portfolio that demonstrates the knowledge, skills and 
dispositions within the context of the standards and as verified through Òstudent teachingÓ 
artifacts. 
 
WORKSHOP PRESENTER:  
Vanissa Murphy is professor of music and coordinator of music education at the 
University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire. She received her Ph.D. in music education, with 
emphasis in elementary music education and piano pedagogy, from the University of 
North Texas. Dr. MurphyÕs research projects regarding interdisciplinary lessons in 
general music, teacher recruitment and retention, and reflective inquiry in action research 
resulted in presentations at both state and national conferences. Dr. Murphy has served as 
the MENC North Central Division CMENC Chair and currently serves as the Mentoring 
Project coordinator and collegiate chair for the Wisconsin Music Educators Association. 
 
OBJECTIVES: 
As applicable to the elementary general music student, participants will develop: 

1.  An awareness of the need for elementary school music (rationale and 
justification) 

2.  An understanding of the Wisconsin PK-5 Model Academic Standards and the 
Wisconsin Teacher Standards 

3.  Knowledge, skills and dispositions needed to approach a PK-5 general music 
class, including such areas as communication skills, group dynamics, motivation 
and classroom management 

4.  Developmentally appropriate lesson planning for PK-5 students 
5.  The ability to reflect and evaluate oneÕs own progress in becoming an elementary 

general music educator  
6.  An understanding of the format and content of the PI 34 Portfolio  
7.  An understanding of the grading rubric for the PI 34 Portfolio 
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STANDARDS ADDRESSED✱: 
Wisconsin Teaching Standards addressed: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10   
Wisconsin Music Standards addressed:  A, B, C, D, E, F, G, H, I 
 
OUTLINE OF CONTENT: 
1. Content for each day will be focused on developing instructional models, methods, 

materials, and strategies for designing and assessing developmentally appropriate 
learning experiences for PreK-5 music classes. The presentation structure will be 
based on the Wisconsin Model Academic Standards for Music (content standards) 
and developed through the lens of the Wisconsin Teacher Standards*.  As such, the 
content will cover the following components: 

¥ Performing (singing, playing) 
¥ Creating (composing, improvising) 
¥ Analyzing (listening, describing) 
¥ Responding (moving, evaluating) 
¥ Understanding (describing, relating) 

2. The PI 34 Portfolio: 
¥ Format and content 
¥ Grading rubric 
¥ Self-reflection and assessment 

 
REQUIRED READING: 
¥ Campbell & Scott-Kassner, Music in Childhood: From Preschool Through the 

Elementary Grades, Schirmer Books, 1995, ISBN 0-02-870552-1 
Participants should plan to have this reading completed before the workshop. 
 
REFERENCE MATERIALS: 
¥ PI 34 synopsis Power Point presentation, available on the Wisconsin DPI website, 

http://dpi.wi.gov/tepdl/ppt/pi34synopsis.ppt  
¥ Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction, Handbook for Designing and 

Implementing an Initial Educator Support System 
 
ASSIGNMENTS AND REQUIREMENTS: 
¥ Attendance and participation at all four full days of the workshop, June 24-27, 2008, 

is required. 
¥ Written lesson plans appropriate to PK-5 students (two examples of each grade level 

will be required - 14 lesson plans total). 
¥ Also required: a brief written report (3-4 pages) addressing multiple application ideas 

gained through the course.  Papers can be turned in at the end of the course or can be 
mailed to Terri Felton, Wisconsin School Music Association, 1005 Quinn Drive, 
Waunakee, WI 53597 before July 10, 2008.  Reports turned in after this date will not 
be graded and beyond this deadline no credit can be awarded for this course. 

 
 
                                                
✱ Please see final page for standards descriptions 
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GRADING/METHODS OF EVALUATION: 
Participation and written work should be done at the highest standard of quality at the  
graduate level and needs to include the following:  
A  100% attendance Ð during the time-frame illustrated in this syllabus; participation 

in small and large group discussions and sharing sessions; concise written report 
with application ideas gained specifically through the course. Superior graduate 
work.  This indicates not only high achievement, but also an unusual degree of 
initiative. 

AB 90% of the above assignment, participation levels, etc.  Above average graduate 
work. 

B 85% of the above assignment, participation levels, etc.  Satisfactory and average 
work. 

BC  80% of the above assignment, participation levels, etc.  Less than average 
graduate work. 

C  75% of the above assignment, participation levels, etc.  Work is barely passing at 
the graduate level. 

 
If below a C is to be awarded, it means that participant did not attend the full workshop 
and did not complete the written assignment on time and in a satisfactory manner.  All 
students must obtain a grade of C or better to pass. The following rubric details the above 
grading scale more specifically: 
 

Criteria Superior 
5 

Very Good 
4 

Average 
3 

Fair 
2 

Poor 
1 

Workshop 
Requirements 

Attended all 
required 
workshop 
sections and 
completed all 
required 
readings and 
assignments 
within the 
specified 
timeframe. 

Attended all 
required 
workshop 
sections; most 
required 
assignments 
were 
completed on 
time. 

Attended all 
required 
workshop 
sections; at 
least half of 
the required 
assignments 
were 
completed on 
time.  

Attended all 
required 
workshop 
sections; 
required 
assignments 
were often late 
or incomplete. 

Did not attend 
the entire 
workshop or 
did not 
complete the 
required 
assignments. 

Participation Highly 
engaged in 
workshop 
discussions 
and activities.  
Demonstrates 
excellent 
quality in 
discussion 
activities. 

Attentive to 
workshop 
activities with 
active 
participation.  
Demonstrates 
very good 
quality in 
discussion 
activities. 

Minimally 
engaged in 
workshop 
discussions 
and activities.  
Demonstrates 
adequate 
quality in 
discussion 
activities. 

Little attention 
to workshop 
activities with 
reluctant 
participation.  
Demonstrates 
poor quality in 
discussion 
activities. 

Indicates no 
interest in 
being 
involved in 
workshop 
activities and 
makes no 
effort to 
participate. 

Writing Style Exceptionally 
well written 
and clear; few 
spelling or 

Very well 
written and 
clear; few 
spelling or 

Mostly well 
written and 
concise; some 
spelling 

Some sections 
not clear and 
concise; some 
spelling 

Most 
explanations 
were unclear 
and wordy; 
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mechanical 
errors; logical 
progression of 
ideas. 

mechanical 
errors; logical 
progression of 
ideas. 

and/or 
mechanical 
errors; mostly 
logical 
progression of 
ideas. 

and/or 
mechanical 
errors; some 
sections not 
logically 
presented. 

frequent 
spelling 
and/or 
mechanical 
errors; not 
presented 
logically. 

Comprehension 
and 

Application 

Demonstrates 
excellent and 
consistent 
understanding 
of topics 
covered; 
innovative and 
creative ideas 
for classroom 
application. 

Demonstrates 
clear 
understanding 
of topics 
covered; 
creative ideas 
for classroom 
application. 

Demonstrates 
minimal 
understanding 
of topics 
covered; 
practical ideas 
for classroom 
application. 

Some 
diffi culty with 
understanding 
workshop 
subject matter; 
ideas for 
classroom 
application 
not entirely 
practical or 
logical. 

Appears not 
to understand 
workshop 
subject matter 
or materials; 
is unable to 
identify ideas 
for classroom 
application. 

Grading Scale:  19-20 A 
 17-18    AB 

14-16 B 
13-14    BC 
8-12 C 
4-7 F 

 
 
The Viterbo University Graduate Studies in Education Program has adopted a Teacher 
As Reflective Decision Maker Model and the Wisconsin Standards for Teacher 
Development and Licensure, also known as INTASC (Interstate New Teacher Assessment 
and Support Consortium) Standards.  Each course is designed to contribute to the 
development of one or more of the WI/INTASC Standards and if applicable, IRA and/or 
ISLLC Standards. 
 
Franciscan values permeate the program.  The focus of every professional education 
course is on the learning of the PK-12 pupil.  Viterbo education courses infuse 
constructivist practices, use of technology, PK-12 collaboration, awareness of diversity, 
traditional and authentic assessment, research, and real-world experiences into the 
professional development of the teacher. 
 
 
WISCONSIN STATE STANDARDS: 
 
Wisconsin State Teaching Standards (PI 34.02): 
1. The teacher understands the central concepts, tools of inquiry, and structures of the 

disciplines he or she teaches and can create learning experiences that make these 
aspects of subject matter meaningful for pupils. 

  Central Concepts in Music: Beat, Pitch, Harmony, Time (Rhythm and  
  Meter), Form, and Expressive Qualities  
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  Tools of Inquiry: Musical analysis (theoretical, historical and aesthetic),  
  Musical artifacts (recordings, published scores, historical and cultural  
  performance practice) Scholarly research (professional journals and other  
  publications) 
  Structures of the Discipline: Performing, Creating, Analyzing,   
  Responding, and Understanding (music content standards) 
2. The teacher understands how children with broad ranges of ability learn and provides 

instruction that supports their intellectual, social, and personal development. 
3. The teacher understands how pupils differ in their approaches to learning and the 

barriers that impede learning and can adapt instruction to meet the diverse needs of 
pupils, including those with disabilities and exceptionalities.  

4. The teacher understands and uses a variety of instructional strategies, including the 
use of technology to encourage childrenÕs development of critical thinking, problem 
solving, and performance skills. 

5. The teacher uses an understanding of individual and group motivation and behavior to 
create a learning environment that encourages positive social interaction, active 
engagement in learning, and self-motivation.  

6. The teacher uses effective verbal and nonverbal communication techniques as well as 
instructional media and technology to foster active inquiry, collaboration, and 
supportive interaction in the classroom. 

7. The teacher organizes and plans systematic instruction based upon knowledge of 
subject matter, pupils, the community, and curriculum goals.  

8. The teacher understands and uses formal and informal assessment strategies to 
evaluate and ensure the continuous intellectual, social, and physical development of 
the pupil. 

9. The teacher is a reflective practitioner who continually evaluates the effect of his or 
her choices and actions on pupils, parents, professionals in the learning community 
and others and who actively seeks out opportunities to grow professionally. 

10. The teacher fosters relationships with school colleagues, parents, and agencies in the 
larger community to support pupil learning and well being and who acts with 
integrity, fairness and in an ethical manner. Know how children grow. 

 
Wisconsin Model Academic Standards for Music: 
A. Singing, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music.  
B. Performing on instruments, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music.  
C. Improvising melodies, variations, and accompaniments.  
D. Composing and arranging music within specified guidelines.  
E. Reading and notating music.  
F. Listening to, analyzing, and describing music.  
G. Evaluating music and music performances.  
H. Understanding relationships between music, the other arts, and disciplines outside the 

arts.  
I. Understanding music in relation to history and culture.  
 


